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Sections 
 



� 

�  In the early 19th century, small industries developed along the town's 
rivers, which supplied power to the water wheels of shops and mills. 
Button and comb production thrived until the late 19th century.   

�  Local industry has included the manufacture of furniture, tea bags, combs, 
fire hose, folding boxes, buttons, and hats, as well as farming and mica and 
feldspar mining. 

�  Newtown’s principal communities are Botsford, Dodgingtown, Hattertown, 
Hawleyville, Newtown Borough, Rocky Glen and  Sandy Hook. 
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Newtown and Vicinity 
-A Brief History- 

�  The town of Newtown, originally known as 
Quanneapague, was purchased from the 
Pohtatuck Indians in 1705. In 1708, 36 Connecticut 
Englishmen petitioned the General Assembly to 
settle the area and in 1709, a "Town Plat” was 
established. This was essentially a planned design 
for the town's roads and properties.  



� 
�  In 1836, the State chartered the Housatonic Railroad to head northward 

to Newtown and thence via the Still River and Housatonic valleys to a 
connection to Albany.  

�  The Housatonic Railroad, built in 1837, was the first railroad in the 
area. In 1840,  the first train passed through Newtown.  

�  Other railroads sprung up a few decades later.  Depots were 
established at Cold Spring (Botsford), Newtown (Borough), North 
Newtown, Hanover Springs and Hawleyville. 

�  Before WWII – rail passenger service ceased. 
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Newtown and Vicinity 
-A Brief Railroad History- 



� 
Local Railroads 

Historical Details and Maps 
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� 

�  The Housatonic Railroad was a “north-
south” railroad running from 
Bridgeport to Pittsfield, MA. 

�  The New York and New England 
Railroad was an “east-west” railroad 
connecting Boston with connections 
on the Hudson River for transport to 
New York City and other points 
further west.  

�  The Shepaug Railroad was a “north-
south” short line that connected 
Litchfield to Hawleyville with an 
option to connect to Bethel as well 
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Three Railroads 
-The Housatonic, the New York and New England, and the Shepaug- 



� 
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Hawleyville 
-An Important Crossroads- 

�  An important crossroads throughout its early history, the village of Hawleyville 
briefly emerged as a railroad center. The town's population grew to over 4,000 circa 
1881. Population dwindled to a low of 2,635 in 1930 before again growing. 



� 
�  The Housatonic Railroad was one of the first 

railroads that existed in the northeast. The idea 
was to transport goods from the industries of 
Litchfield County to Bridgeport on Long Island 
Sound by rail, and then take them to the New York 
markets via ferryboat. 

�  Construction on the Housatonic RR began in 1837 
and in spite of a national financial crisis of the 
time, by February 1840 rails stretched from 
Bridgeport, CT to New Milford, CT.  

�  Almost two years later, in December of 1841, rails 
reached to Canaan, CT. Ten years later, the railroad 
had reached into Massachusetts and had forged 
links with the Western Railroad of Massachusetts, 
later to become the Boston & Albany RR. 
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The Housatonic Railroad 
-HRR- 



� 

�  The Housatonic was the very first railroad 
in American history to run a scheduled milk 
train. Creameries and milk platforms were 
scattered all along the Housatonic line.  
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The Housatonic Railroad (cont’d) 
-HRR- 

�  Another lucrative commodity the railroad  
moved was ice, cut from ponds and streams fed by the Housatonic River in 
winter. Like creameries, ice warehouses were a common sight, and fed both 
the milk business and local customer's ice boxes. This industry disappeared 
by the 1920s. 
 

�  Major freight commodities on the Housatonic during this period were lime 
and limestone, marble, iron railcar wheels, coal, tobacco and tools, as well as 
many agricultural products.  



� 

�  The Housatonic leased the smaller Danbury & 
Norwalk RR in 1885, inheriting it's Wilson's Point 
Ferry slips in Norwalk. 

Acquisition 
�  The original Housatonic Railroad was chartered in 

1836 and was acquired by the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad in 1892. At that time, the railroad 
was 175 miles long, with 60 passenger depots.  

�  The last passenger train ran on April 30, 1971.  
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The Housatonic Railroad (cont’d) 
-HRR- 

Revival 
�  A portion of the railroad was land-banked until 1983 when the line from Canaan 

to New Milford, Connecticut was reopened and the Housatonic Railroad name 
was used again.  

�  The railroad expanded to Pittsfield, MA in 1991 and expanded again in 1992 to 
include the line from Derby, Connecticut to Beacon, New York. The railroad now 
consists of 161 miles of rail lines devoted to freight transportation. 



� 

�  The New York and New England Railroad 
(NY&NE) was a major railroad connecting 
southern New York State with Hartford, 
Connecticut; Providence, Rhode Island; and 
Boston Massachusetts. It was envisioned as a 
direct route between New York City and 
Boston and built to bypass the shoreline route 
of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad (NYNH&H). The Right of Way 
(ROW) traversed through mountains, valleys, 
and numerous rivers. Its curves and steep 
grades were both expensive and controversial 
to build. 
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The New York and New England 
-NY&NE- 

�  It operated from 1873 to 1893, After bankruptcy in 1893, it was briefly reorganized but by 1898, 
the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad took over the line. In the early 1900s,  the 
NYNH&H upgraded the line but competition from the automobile and trucks led to its 
abandonment in 1939. 

�  The section of the NY&NE that ran from Hawleyville to Waterbury was abandoned and 
dismantled in 1948 (although it may have been as early as 1943). 



� 
�  Competitors - No talk of Connecticut railroad history can be given without discussing 

the New York, New Haven and Hartford RR. Better known as simply the New Haven, it 
become known as the "consolidator” as it aggressively bought or leased nearly all of its 
competition. The NH had built a direct route along the coast to NYC. which gave it a 
stranglehold on the New York market. For many, the late 1800s are called the 
"consolidation" period, as the New Haven swept through Connecticut devouring its 
competition. By 1900, The New Haven was almost the only game in town. 
 

�  Housatonic - By the 1890s the Housatonic was a strong and competitive railroad but the 
original decision to build north instead of west returned to plague them. In 1892, the 
Housatonic was leased to the NH and became the Berkshire Division of the New Haven. 
The Housatonic’s railcar ferry's days were numbered, and every day the New Haven was 
taking business away via their faster connections through NYC. 
 

�  The NY&NE was a fierce competitor to the New Haven, whom at the time, held a virtual 
near-monopoly of Connecticut rail traffic. Once the Poughkeepsie Bridge was built, 
through it's connections at Hopewell Junction, the connecting line (known as the 
Maybrook line) would become part of the NY&NE's mainline from Poughkeepsie, NY 
and Boston. Sadly, the NY&NE ’s more difficult-to-maintain ROW lead to its eventual 
downfall and abandonment. 

11 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford  
-NH- 



� 

�  The Shepaug was renowned for its scenic winding route 
—it was said that there were 192 curves along the line from Litchfield to Hawleyville or 
about six per mile! 

�  Fortunately, several miles of former SL&N track right of way are now hiking and bridle 
trails within the Steep Rock Association preserves today. 
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The Shepaug 
-Shepaug, Litchfield and Northern Railroad- 

�  The Shepaug Railroad (the Shepaug, Litchfield and 
Northern Railroad) was chartered in 1866 or 1868 and 
operated from 1872 until its final abandonment in 1948. 
It interchanged with the Housatonic Railroad at 
Hawleyville, CT. 

�  Regular service to Litchfield started in 1872. In addition 
to passenger traffic, the railroad shipped (1) milk south 
from creameries up north; (2) marble and granite from 
quarries near Roxbury and New Preston; and (3) ice cut 
from Bantam Lake. Thanks to strong milk sales during 
the civil war, the railroad was quite profitable. 



� 
Newtown Area Train Stations 

Locations and Historical Photos 
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� 
�  In 1890, lightning struck the 

Housatonic RR station and it 
burned down. A replica was built 
about a month later.  

�  It is still standing over off 
Church Hill Road near the Blue 
Colony Diner. 
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Newtown Station 

Historical Station Photo Sourced From 
Tyler Street Station website 

Google Street View 



� 
�  As the NY&NE didn’t pass 

through Newtown, their station 
was considerably north of the 
center of town. It was located 
near the crossing of today's Echo 
Valley Road. 
 

�  It was dismantled in 1931 and 
the wood was used to build a 
house in Danbury. 
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Newtown North Station 

Historical Station Photo Sourced From 
Tyler Street Station website 



� 
�  The NY&NE’s Sandy Hook station 

was near the bridge over the 
Housatonic River. 

�  It was built in 1881 and lasted until 
1948 when the line was abandoned 
and the bridge dismantled. 
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Sandy Hook Station 

Historical Station Photo Sourced From 
Tyler Street Station website 



� 
�  Hawleyville, as mentioned, 

was an important junction 
where all three railroads 
converged.  

�  The station in the photo was 
built in 1881 and would stand 
until at least 1947.  
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Hawleyville Station 

Historical Station Photo 
Sourced From Tyler Street 

Station website 



� 
�  The Botsford station was opened in 1894. It 

was reportedly used until just after WWII and 
razed in the 1980s. 

�  Botsford was located at the intersection of two 
railroad lines. The Housatonic had a branch up 
from Bridgeport through Trumbull which 
intersected at Botsford with an extension of the 
New Haven and Derby Railroad which soon 
became part of the Housatonic. 
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Botsford Station 

Historical Station Photo Sourced 
From Tyler Street Station website 



� 
Abandoned Bridges and Other Landmarks  

Historical Details and Photos  
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� 
�  According to the 1892 historical topo 

map, the bridge over the Pomperaug 
River was known as the Bennetts Bridge.  

�  It was an impressive structure and a visit 
to the remnants is inspiring due to its size 
and high quality stonework. 
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Pomperaug River Bridge 

Historical Bridge Photo Sourced From Tyler Street Station website 



� 
�  One cannot travel through this area and not 

help but notice the large freestanding piers 
that crossed the Housatonic River.  

�  Prior to building the bridge pictured on the 
lower right, there was a huge temporary 
wooden trestle, indicative of the various 
engineering feats that the NY&NE required 
to traverse the many hills and river valleys of 
this section of Connecticut . 
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Housatonic River Bridge 

Historical Bridge Photo Sourced From 
Tyler Street Station website 



� 
�  The Abutment on Echo Valley Road 

was probably part of a longer 
embankment 
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Cavanaugh Pond - Abutment 



� 
�  Where Pond Brook Road intersects Hanover Road, the 

Shepaug Bridge Abutments are visible. 
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Shepaug Bridge Abutments 
 



� 
�  At some point time time (probably 

when the NH leased it), the 
Housatonic ROW was straightened 
on the north side of Newtown. 
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Housatonic Reroute - Hanover Road 

1892 

Former Route – Blue Dashed Line 



� 
�  Botsford is the end of the line for the Housatonic Rail-Trail (a.k.a. 

Pequonnock Valley Greenway) which I have ridden on my bike. 
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Botsford – Housatonic Rail Trail 

�  There are still rails in the 
ground near where the 
trail ends at Botsford. It 
was apparently double-
tracked here. 



� 
The Hawleyville Tunnels 

Historical Details and Photos  
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� 
�  On Dec 6th, 2014, John Shirley, another railroad buff: Mark Lurie and myself 

ventured over to Parmalee Road and explored the Hawleyville Tunnels. 
These tunnels are legendary among fellow “railroad archeologists” and 
despite the lousy weather, its was quite thrilling. 
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Trek to the Hawleyville Tunnels 

�  What is fascinating 
about this site is the fact 
that two tunnels 
systems were built and 
they exist below the 
current railroad line. 

�  Maps on the next page 
and a visit to my web 
site help illustrate and 
understand the layout. 



� 
�  The southern tunnel was built first for the Housatonic and it is a rough 

hewn rock tunnel. 
�  The northern tunnel was built 41 years later for the NY&NE and was 

retouched again in 1911 when the upper mainline rock cut replaced the 
southern tunnel. 

�  Site > 
(Photos, diagrams and historic details) 
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Trek to the Hawleyville Tunnels (cont’d) 

1892 

http://www.vizettes.com/kt/dn-rr-history/index.htm


� 
“Armchair” Research 

Using Search and Mapping Tools 
Aerial, Street and Bird’s Eye Views 
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� 

�  An amazing amount of info can be found using web search 
tools. Google and Bing both provide a unique approach to 
retracing old railroads. 
�   Using the Google Satellite Map View is often quite easy to follow 

old abandoned ROWs. Google Street View can provide on the 
ground photos where abandoned ROWs cross streets.  

�  Bing’s Bird’s Eye View displays satetlite views in a leafless setting 
and switching the directional setting reveals further details.  

�  Historical Topo Maps from the late 1800s and early 1900s show 
in amazing detail where the railroad lines were. 

�  Railroad History Maps are another accurate source of geo-data. 
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Online Tools 



� 
Sources, Credits and Further Info 

Online Sources 
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� 

�  Abandoned Railroads  
- Rich Coffey 

- Site > 

�  Tyler City Station  
- Site > 

�  Local Railroad History  
- Site >  
- Site >  
- Site > 
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Websites 

�  Google Maps 
- Site >  

�  Bing Bird’s Eye Viewing  
- Site > 

�  ITO Historic Railways Map  
- Site > 

�  Historic Topo Maps 
- Site > 

http://www.vizettes.com/kt/index.htm#railroads
http://www.tylercitystation.info
http://www.hvceo.org/transport/railhistory.php
http://catskillarchive.com/rrextra/abnere2.html
http://www.housatonicrr.com/history.html
https://www.google.com/maps
http://www.bing.com/maps/
http://www.itoworld.com/map/26?lon=-73.22894&lat=41.47435&zoom=10
http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtopos.htm
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